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NEW ‘BACKROADS OF MONTANA’ PROGRAMS 
AVAILABLE AT LIBRARIES STATEWIDE
MISSOULA—
The two latest programs in the popular "Backroads of Montana" television series have 
been mailed to public libraries across Montana.
"Wheels and Wings," the 17th installment in the Montana PBS series, begins in 
Moccasin, where birds visit the simple, artistic aviary of Tom Spika. Then the show wings 
back to 1928 when Montana received its first airmail in Great Falls. Next it’s off to Sidney to 
revisit local history at the MonDak Heritage Center and the historic Snowdon Bridge. Then 
natural history abounds at Snake Butte on the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation. Viewers 
then come full circle to learn the skills necessary to survive the homesteading era with Deer 
Lodge wheelwright Dave Watkins.
Throughout the program, host William Marcus takes viewers on a tour of the Museum 
of the Rockies in Bozeman.
"Seeds and Weeds," the 18th "Backroads" program, kicks off in Sidney, where 
residents stage a hard-fought art competition using only seeds. Then it’s off to Augusta for a 
roundup — not of cattle or sheep, but of invasive noxious weeds. Next viewers will visit a 
small museum in Loma, where you get the feeling that all eyes are on you in Marion Britton’s 
House of 1,000 Dolls. The program ends in Billings at ZooMontana, where animal keepers
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work on programs that enrich the animals in their charge.
Throughout the program, Marcus leads a tour of the Martinsdale Charles M. Bair 
Family Museum Ranch, the largest individual sheep operation in the Northwest.
"Backroads of Montana" is produced by Marcus, Gus Chambers, Ray Ekness and John 
Twiggs of The University of Montana-Missoula Broadcast Media Center and the Montana PBS 
KUFM-TV station. The series has won five E.B. Craney Program of the Year awards from the 
Montana Broadcasters Association and a national Award of Distinction from the 
Communicator Awards. "Backroads" was nominated for an Emmy Award from the Seattle 
chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences in 2001.
The series is funded by grants from the Greater Montana Foundation, Travel Montana 
and UM. It is shown worldwide as part of PBS HeartlandUSA broadcasts and is available on 
the American Field Guide Web site at www.pbs.org.
Montana PBS is a service of UM and Montana State University-Bozeman.
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